
By Joe Petrie
Freeman Staff

BROOKFIELD – As Brook-
field Academy freshman Maria
Hughes sat in front of a brand
new computer Friday morning
in Patriots Hall checking her
grades, she knew she had a lot
to be excited about for the rest
of the year.

The computer she was using
was in the wireless computer
lab of the new Upper School of
Brookfield Academy and her
classrooms are spacious and
stocked with advanced educa-
tional technology. And with
the smells of fresh paint and
materials still lingering in the
air, Hughes said the love for
her school has gotten even
greater.

“It’s big, it’s huge,” Hughes
said. “And the amazing thing
is that people actually care
about the school and make
sure it doesn’t get dirty or
anything.”

Hughes and her classmates
have been enjoying their new
school for almost a month, but
Brookfield Academy will offi-
cially dedicate the new Patri-
ots Hall at a ceremony at 1
p.m. Sunday.

Situated across the street
from the former Upper School
on Brookfield Road, Patriots
Hall is significantly larger
than its predecessor.

The new building is two sto-
ries tall, 111,450 square feet in
size, includes 27 classrooms,
four science labs with 80 work
stations, three art studios, a
spacious drama and music
rehearsal room, two-level
multimedia library, and a
nearly 1,000-seat gymnasium.

The facility also includes an
expansive college counseling
center, fitness center full of
new equipment, southern

exposure in the student com-
mons, advanced classroom
technologies and student lock-
ers are situated in rooms, not
hallways, in order to enhance
community among the stu-
dents and create a quiet atmo-
sphere in the halls.

The building can accommo-
date up to 320 students. It cost
$12.5 million, which was
raised through a capital cam-
paign.

“On the first day, we had an
art teacher who wrote ‘Am I
dreaming’ on the board for
her students when they came
in,” said Upper School Head
Daniel Davis. “I had a student
come to me and say on the
first day that he’s going to
want to come to school now
every day.”

With the new school, other
grades in Brookfield Acade-
my are going to see their
space grow as well as the mid-
dle school students will move
to the old high school and
third- through fifth-graders

will move to the former Mid-
dle School, giving students in
the prekindergarten through
second-grade levels more
room in the Lower School. 

Brookfield Academy Head
of School Robert Solsrud said
the moves will take place in
time for the fall semester to
begin and the institution will
make improvements to the
other facilities during the
course of the next several

years.
And for students in all the

schools, the extra space is
being welcomed with open
arms.

“The biggest thing is the
space,” said senior John Grif-
fin. “In the old school, there
were no quiet places to get
work done, but now there’s a
lot.”

E-mail: jpetrie@conleynet.com 

Bill Beglinger: Reading the
water report at the city’s Web
site, I believe the best course of
action would be to blend water
from shallow wells to the west
for the radium issue. To negate
the drawdown concern, I
believe we should return water
to the aquifer, similar to
returning it to Lake Michigan.
Costs going this direction
nearly equal the cost of obtain-
ing water via Oak Creek. The
report contains environmental
concern regarding minerals in
the return flow, e.g. salt from
water softeners. Technology
exists to address that. The
Great Lakes draw undermines
Waukesha’s economic stability
and competition for jobs.

Darryl Enriquez: Wauke-
sha’s prosperity depends on
securing a reliable source of
drinking water that doesn’t
soak ratepayers, taxpayers or
cause unnecessary, damaging
effects to the environment. A
federal court order requires
Waukesha’s water be radium-
free by 2018. Drilling and con-
servation alone will not enable
us to meet the mandate. A
Lake Michigan diversion is the
most efficient and sustainable
solution; however, we should
not be predisposed to any par-
ticular seller. Each seller – Oak
Creek, Racine or Milwaukee –
should be considered on the
merits of the proposal without
consideration of Waukesha’s
adoption of wholly unrelated
housing or mass transit poli-
cies.

Larry Nelson: First was the
2002 study, which recommend-
ed Great Lakes water, as well
as shallow wells. Second was
our 2006 conservation plan,
which reduced our use by 11
percent. Third was working
with both parties to pass the
historic 2008 water compact
and being the first community
to change our rates to encour-
age conservation. Fourth was
successfully negotiating a
radium settlement that gave
Waukesha adequate time to
develop a future water supply.

I’ve proactively partnered
with the Water Utility Com-
mission, its general manager

and the council to meet with
elected officials and Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources staff to address our
future water supply.

Randy Radish: The city has
been and continues to look at a
variety of options to secure a
reliable source of water for the
community. A reliable source
is needed to assure the city a
future that includes growth
that will allow us to grow our
tax base and to offer us the
ability to grow more jobs in the
community.  What we do or do
not do in regards to this issue
will determine our future as a
city and we cannot wait three
to five years to make a decision
on this issue. 

Jeff Scrima: Sovereignty.
This is about sovereignty. This
is about maintaining our abili-
ty to self-govern and control
the future of our community. 

Problem: Larry Nelson
immediately wants Milwaukee
water; Milwaukee has resolved
to use water sales to limit our
future job growth. 

Solution: Demand officials
slow down, give Milwaukee no
say, and explore all water
sources and long-term costs.
We have time to bring radium
within Environmental Protec-
tion Agency standard (2018).
Other sources to be examined
include Racine, Oak Creek, the
Fox River, a quarry reservoir,
and treating and blending
with our own shallow well
water. 
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Each Saturday leading up
to the Feb. 16 primary elec-
tion, Waukesha’s mayoral
candidates will answer
questions about issues in
the city. This week, the can-
didates addressed the city’s
future water supply. Next
week, they will answer how
the city should address public
funding to private businesses
through the use of tax incre-
mental financing districts.
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WAUKESHA MAYORAL RACE

Final water supply decision expected in one year
By Sarah Millard

Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA – With the
unveiling of the draft applica-
tion for the city to receive Lake
Michigan water Thursday
night came the calls to slow
down the process and look at
other options before making a
decision.

The process has been lengthy
– starting about 20 years ago –
and intensified after a 2002
study identified Great Lakes
water and shallow wells as pos-
sible solutions to Waukesha’s
future water supply. 

“Continuing the current
practice is not an option avail-
able to the city,” the draft appli-
cation’s executive summary
states.

In addition to needing a new,
sustainable water source due to
a drawdown in the aquifer
where the city currently
receives its water, it also needs
to lower its radium levels in the
water supply by June 2018. 

That deadline does not leave
the city with much time,

Waukesha Water Utility Gener-
al Manager Dan Duchniak said.

The application’s approval
isn’t expected until the end of
2010. If everything is approved,
the design, easement and legal
process could begin in January
2011 with construction to last
from 2013 to 2016.

“We don’t have time,” said
Duchniak about waiting to sub-
mit the application. “We have
about an 18-month buffer and
that is it.”

The Common Council could
be asked to submit the applica-
tion to the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and
all other Great Lakes states for
approval as early as March 16. 

The DNR and other Great
Lakes states need to approve
the application before Wauke-
sha can receive water from
Lake Michigan. However,
approval of the application
does not commit the Common
Council to purchasing Great
Lakes water.

“We are leaving that option
open,” Duchniak said.

The more options the city

has, the better it will be when it
comes to negotiations for water,
Duchniak said.

Duchniak and City Adminis-
trator Lori Luther would lead
the negotiations, said Mayor
Larry Nelson, who is seeking
re-election.

“They would enter into nego-
tiations on behalf of this Com-
mon Council,” Nelson said.
“Any kind of agreement in
terms of the finances and con-
ditions would come to this Com-
mon Council for public discus-
sion.”

Although the Common Coun-
cil will soon be asked to submit
the application, its final deci-
sion is expected to come in
about one year. If it wants to
pursue Lake Michigan water,
the Common Council will then
need to select a water source
from Milwaukee, Oak Creek or
Racine.

“The fate lays in the hands of
the elected officials,” Duchniak
said.

The mayoral position and
about half the Common Coun-
cil members are up for election

in April, so the final decision
would fall to those elected and
re-elected in the spring.

Some aldermen Thursday
night said they do not want Mil-
waukee using the water pur-
chase to dictate Waukesha’s
future land use, housing or
mass transit.

“I think by the tone that was
stated last night, I don’t think
the aldermen are interested in
having these types of issues
tied to the water sale,” Duchni-
ak said Friday.

Other suggestions arose for
alternative water supplies
Thursday night, including from
mayoral candidates Jeff
Scrima and Bill Beglinger.

Beglinger asked if it was pos-
sible for the city to return the
water it currently uses to the
aquifer to help replenish it
while Scrima asked the city to
look at quarries.

“The solution might be right
in front of us and it may end up
saving us a lot of money,”
Scrima said.

The use of a quarry is unsus-
tainable, Duchniak said,

because it would provide about
2 million gallons of water a day.
The city uses about 7 million
gallons a day and 10 million gal-
lons a day during its peak
usage.

Additionally, according to
DNR rules, water can’t be sent
back to the aquifer, Duchniak
said.

The application is requesting
the possibility to bring 18.5 mil-
lion gallons of water per day to
Waukesha. The city is request-
ing the amount because it
wants to look to the future and
potential expansion, which may
require more water.

When it comes to putting the
pipes in the ground, Duchniak
said, the water utility only
wants to complete the project
once.

“We are not going to build
infrastructure for the current
demand when we are talking
about an infrastructure project
of this magnitude,” he said.

After the water is used in the
city, it is being recommended to
be treated and returned to Lake
Michigan through Underwood
Creek. A study about the
impacts to Underwood Creek
looked at the volume of water,

the water quality and habitat,
Duchniak said.

“It showed that they would all
improve with the water, basical-
ly because Underwood Creek as
it stands in the summertime is
dry,” he said.

E-mail: smillard@conleynet.com

If approved, Lake Michigan pipeline construction begins in 2013

At a glance
The following timeline is projected
for the development of Waukesha’s
new water supply.The timeline is con-
tingent on all approvals.The city is
ordered to reduce the radium supply
in its water by June 2018.
■ March or April 2010 – Common
Council approval to submit the Great
Lakes water application.
■Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources has 90 days to review and
approve the application.The applica-
tion is then submitted to the other
Great Lakes states.
■ City officials begin negotiating
terms with water suppliers.
■ Other Great Lakes states have 90
days after the DNR to review and
approve the application.
■The Common Council makes a
final supply decision and approves
potential sales contract.
■ Design, easement and legal pro-
cesses begin January 2011.
■ Construction on the new water
supply begins June 2013.
■ Construction is completed in 2016.
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New sense of space
Brookfield Academy students, staff

excited about new Upper School
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Brookfield Academy’s Head of the Upper School, Dan Davis, left, and
Head of School Robert Solsrud talk about the features of the newly
opened Patriots Hall.

By Joe Petrie
Freeman Staff

BROOKFIELD – As Brook-
field Academy freshman Maria
Hughes sat in front of a brand
new computer Friday morning
in Patriots Hall checking her
grades, she knew she had a lot
to be excited about for the rest
of the year.

The computer she was using
was in the wireless computer
lab of the new Upper School of
Brookfield Academy and her
classrooms are spacious and
stocked with advanced educa-
tional technology. And with
the smells of fresh paint and
materials still lingering in the
air, Hughes said the love for
her school has gotten even
greater.

“It’s big, it’s huge,” Hughes
said. “And the amazing thing
is that people actually care
about the school and make
sure it doesn’t get dirty or
anything.”

Hughes and her classmates
have been enjoying their new
school for almost a month, but
Brookfield Academy will offi-
cially dedicate the new Patri-
ots Hall at a ceremony at 1
p.m. Sunday.

Situated across the street
from the former Upper School
on Brookfield Road, Patriots
Hall is significantly larger
than its predecessor.

The new building is two sto-
ries tall, 111,450 square feet in
size, includes 27 classrooms,
four science labs with 80 work
stations, three art studios, a
spacious drama and music
rehearsal room, two-level
multimedia library, and a
nearly 1,000-seat gymnasium.

The facility also includes an
expansive college counseling
center, fitness center full of
new equipment, southern

exposure in the student com-
mons, advanced classroom
technologies and student lock-
ers are situated in rooms, not
hallways, in order to enhance
community among the stu-
dents and create a quiet atmo-
sphere in the halls.

The building can accommo-
date up to 320 students. It cost
$12.5 million, which was
raised through a capital cam-
paign.

“On the first day, we had an
art teacher who wrote ‘Am I
dreaming’ on the board for
her students when they came
in,” said Upper School Head
Daniel Davis. “I had a student
come to me and say on the
first day that he’s going to
want to come to school now
every day.”

With the new school, other
grades in Brookfield Acade-
my are going to see their
space grow as well as the mid-
dle school students will move
to the old high school and
third- through fifth-graders

will move to the former Mid-
dle School, giving students in
the prekindergarten through
second-grade levels more
room in the Lower School. 

Brookfield Academy Head
of School Robert Solsrud said
the moves will take place in
time for the fall semester to
begin and the institution will
make improvements to the
other facilities during the
course of the next several

years.
And for students in all the

schools, the extra space is
being welcomed with open
arms.

“The biggest thing is the
space,” said senior John Grif-
fin. “In the old school, there
were no quiet places to get
work done, but now there’s a
lot.”

E-mail: jpetrie@conleynet.com 

Bill Beglinger: Reading the
water report at the city’s Web
site, I believe the best course of
action would be to blend water
from shallow wells to the west
for the radium issue. To negate
the drawdown concern, I
believe we should return water
to the aquifer, similar to
returning it to Lake Michigan.
Costs going this direction
nearly equal the cost of obtain-
ing water via Oak Creek. The
report contains environmental
concern regarding minerals in
the return flow, e.g. salt from
water softeners. Technology
exists to address that. The
Great Lakes draw undermines
Waukesha’s economic stability
and competition for jobs.

Darryl Enriquez: Wauke-
sha’s prosperity depends on
securing a reliable source of
drinking water that doesn’t
soak ratepayers, taxpayers or
cause unnecessary, damaging
effects to the environment. A
federal court order requires
Waukesha’s water be radium-
free by 2018. Drilling and con-
servation alone will not enable
us to meet the mandate. A
Lake Michigan diversion is the
most efficient and sustainable
solution; however, we should
not be predisposed to any par-
ticular seller. Each seller – Oak
Creek, Racine or Milwaukee –
should be considered on the
merits of the proposal without
consideration of Waukesha’s
adoption of wholly unrelated
housing or mass transit poli-
cies.

Larry Nelson: First was the
2002 study, which recommend-
ed Great Lakes water, as well
as shallow wells. Second was
our 2006 conservation plan,
which reduced our use by 11
percent. Third was working
with both parties to pass the
historic 2008 water compact
and being the first community
to change our rates to encour-
age conservation. Fourth was
successfully negotiating a
radium settlement that gave
Waukesha adequate time to
develop a future water supply.

I’ve proactively partnered
with the Water Utility Com-
mission, its general manager

and the council to meet with
elected officials and Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources staff to address our
future water supply.

Randy Radish: The city has
been and continues to look at a
variety of options to secure a
reliable source of water for the
community. A reliable source
is needed to assure the city a
future that includes growth
that will allow us to grow our
tax base and to offer us the
ability to grow more jobs in the
community.  What we do or do
not do in regards to this issue
will determine our future as a
city and we cannot wait three
to five years to make a decision
on this issue. 

Jeff Scrima: Sovereignty.
This is about sovereignty. This
is about maintaining our abili-
ty to self-govern and control
the future of our community. 

Problem: Larry Nelson
immediately wants Milwaukee
water; Milwaukee has resolved
to use water sales to limit our
future job growth. 

Solution: Demand officials
slow down, give Milwaukee no
say, and explore all water
sources and long-term costs.
We have time to bring radium
within Environmental Protec-
tion Agency standard (2018).
Other sources to be examined
include Racine, Oak Creek, the
Fox River, a quarry reservoir,
and treating and blending
with our own shallow well
water. 
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Each Saturday leading up
to the Feb. 16 primary elec-
tion, Waukesha’s mayoral
candidates will answer
questions about issues in
the city. This week, the can-
didates addressed the city’s
future water supply. Next
week, they will answer how
the city should address public
funding to private businesses
through the use of tax incre-
mental financing districts.
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WAUKESHA MAYORAL RACE

Final water supply decision expected in one year
By Sarah Millard

Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA – With the
unveiling of the draft applica-
tion for the city to receive Lake
Michigan water Thursday
night came the calls to slow
down the process and look at
other options before making a
decision.

The process has been lengthy
– starting about 20 years ago –
and intensified after a 2002
study identified Great Lakes
water and shallow wells as pos-
sible solutions to Waukesha’s
future water supply. 

“Continuing the current
practice is not an option avail-
able to the city,” the draft appli-
cation’s executive summary
states.

In addition to needing a new,
sustainable water source due to
a drawdown in the aquifer
where the city currently
receives its water, it also needs
to lower its radium levels in the
water supply by June 2018. 

That deadline does not leave
the city with much time,

Waukesha Water Utility Gener-
al Manager Dan Duchniak said.

The application’s approval
isn’t expected until the end of
2010. If everything is approved,
the design, easement and legal
process could begin in January
2011 with construction to last
from 2013 to 2016.

“We don’t have time,” said
Duchniak about waiting to sub-
mit the application. “We have
about an 18-month buffer and
that is it.”

The Common Council could
be asked to submit the applica-
tion to the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and
all other Great Lakes states for
approval as early as March 16. 

The DNR and other Great
Lakes states need to approve
the application before Wauke-
sha can receive water from
Lake Michigan. However,
approval of the application
does not commit the Common
Council to purchasing Great
Lakes water.

“We are leaving that option
open,” Duchniak said.

The more options the city

has, the better it will be when it
comes to negotiations for water,
Duchniak said.

Duchniak and City Adminis-
trator Lori Luther would lead
the negotiations, said Mayor
Larry Nelson, who is seeking
re-election.

“They would enter into nego-
tiations on behalf of this Com-
mon Council,” Nelson said.
“Any kind of agreement in
terms of the finances and con-
ditions would come to this Com-
mon Council for public discus-
sion.”

Although the Common Coun-
cil will soon be asked to submit
the application, its final deci-
sion is expected to come in
about one year. If it wants to
pursue Lake Michigan water,
the Common Council will then
need to select a water source
from Milwaukee, Oak Creek or
Racine.

“The fate lays in the hands of
the elected officials,” Duchniak
said.

The mayoral position and
about half the Common Coun-
cil members are up for election

in April, so the final decision
would fall to those elected and
re-elected in the spring.

Some aldermen Thursday
night said they do not want Mil-
waukee using the water pur-
chase to dictate Waukesha’s
future land use, housing or
mass transit.

“I think by the tone that was
stated last night, I don’t think
the aldermen are interested in
having these types of issues
tied to the water sale,” Duchni-
ak said Friday.

Other suggestions arose for
alternative water supplies
Thursday night, including from
mayoral candidates Jeff
Scrima and Bill Beglinger.

Beglinger asked if it was pos-
sible for the city to return the
water it currently uses to the
aquifer to help replenish it
while Scrima asked the city to
look at quarries.

“The solution might be right
in front of us and it may end up
saving us a lot of money,”
Scrima said.

The use of a quarry is unsus-
tainable, Duchniak said,

because it would provide about
2 million gallons of water a day.
The city uses about 7 million
gallons a day and 10 million gal-
lons a day during its peak
usage.

Additionally, according to
DNR rules, water can’t be sent
back to the aquifer, Duchniak
said.

The application is requesting
the possibility to bring 18.5 mil-
lion gallons of water per day to
Waukesha. The city is request-
ing the amount because it
wants to look to the future and
potential expansion, which may
require more water.

When it comes to putting the
pipes in the ground, Duchniak
said, the water utility only
wants to complete the project
once.

“We are not going to build
infrastructure for the current
demand when we are talking
about an infrastructure project
of this magnitude,” he said.

After the water is used in the
city, it is being recommended to
be treated and returned to Lake
Michigan through Underwood
Creek. A study about the
impacts to Underwood Creek
looked at the volume of water,

the water quality and habitat,
Duchniak said.

“It showed that they would all
improve with the water, basical-
ly because Underwood Creek as
it stands in the summertime is
dry,” he said.

E-mail: smillard@conleynet.com

If approved, Lake Michigan pipeline construction begins in 2013

At a glance
The following timeline is projected
for the development of Waukesha’s
new water supply.The timeline is con-
tingent on all approvals.The city is
ordered to reduce the radium supply
in its water by June 2018.
■ March or April 2010 – Common
Council approval to submit the Great
Lakes water application.
■Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources has 90 days to review and
approve the application.The applica-
tion is then submitted to the other
Great Lakes states.
■ City officials begin negotiating
terms with water suppliers.
■ Other Great Lakes states have 90
days after the DNR to review and
approve the application.
■The Common Council makes a
final supply decision and approves
potential sales contract.
■ Design, easement and legal pro-
cesses begin January 2011.
■ Construction on the new water
supply begins June 2013.
■ Construction is completed in 2016.
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New sense of space
Brookfield Academy students, staff

excited about new Upper School

Kevin Harnack/Freeman Staff

Brookfield Academy’s Head of the Upper School, Dan Davis, left, and
Head of School Robert Solsrud talk about the features of the newly
opened Patriots Hall.

By Joe Petrie
Freeman Staff

BROOKFIELD – As Brook-
field Academy freshman Maria
Hughes sat in front of a brand
new computer Friday morning
in Patriots Hall checking her
grades, she knew she had a lot
to be excited about for the rest
of the year.

The computer she was using
was in the wireless computer
lab of the new Upper School of
Brookfield Academy and her
classrooms are spacious and
stocked with advanced educa-
tional technology. And with
the smells of fresh paint and
materials still lingering in the
air, Hughes said the love for
her school has gotten even
greater.

“It’s big, it’s huge,” Hughes
said. “And the amazing thing
is that people actually care
about the school and make
sure it doesn’t get dirty or
anything.”

Hughes and her classmates
have been enjoying their new
school for almost a month, but
Brookfield Academy will offi-
cially dedicate the new Patri-
ots Hall at a ceremony at 1
p.m. Sunday.

Situated across the street
from the former Upper School
on Brookfield Road, Patriots
Hall is significantly larger
than its predecessor.

The new building is two sto-
ries tall, 111,450 square feet in
size, includes 27 classrooms,
four science labs with 80 work
stations, three art studios, a
spacious drama and music
rehearsal room, two-level
multimedia library, and a
nearly 1,000-seat gymnasium.

The facility also includes an
expansive college counseling
center, fitness center full of
new equipment, southern

exposure in the student com-
mons, advanced classroom
technologies and student lock-
ers are situated in rooms, not
hallways, in order to enhance
community among the stu-
dents and create a quiet atmo-
sphere in the halls.

The building can accommo-
date up to 320 students. It cost
$12.5 million, which was
raised through a capital cam-
paign.

“On the first day, we had an
art teacher who wrote ‘Am I
dreaming’ on the board for
her students when they came
in,” said Upper School Head
Daniel Davis. “I had a student
come to me and say on the
first day that he’s going to
want to come to school now
every day.”

With the new school, other
grades in Brookfield Acade-
my are going to see their
space grow as well as the mid-
dle school students will move
to the old high school and
third- through fifth-graders

will move to the former Mid-
dle School, giving students in
the prekindergarten through
second-grade levels more
room in the Lower School. 

Brookfield Academy Head
of School Robert Solsrud said
the moves will take place in
time for the fall semester to
begin and the institution will
make improvements to the
other facilities during the
course of the next several

years.
And for students in all the

schools, the extra space is
being welcomed with open
arms.

“The biggest thing is the
space,” said senior John Grif-
fin. “In the old school, there
were no quiet places to get
work done, but now there’s a
lot.”

E-mail: jpetrie@conleynet.com 

Bill Beglinger: Reading the
water report at the city’s Web
site, I believe the best course of
action would be to blend water
from shallow wells to the west
for the radium issue. To negate
the drawdown concern, I
believe we should return water
to the aquifer, similar to
returning it to Lake Michigan.
Costs going this direction
nearly equal the cost of obtain-
ing water via Oak Creek. The
report contains environmental
concern regarding minerals in
the return flow, e.g. salt from
water softeners. Technology
exists to address that. The
Great Lakes draw undermines
Waukesha’s economic stability
and competition for jobs.

Darryl Enriquez: Wauke-
sha’s prosperity depends on
securing a reliable source of
drinking water that doesn’t
soak ratepayers, taxpayers or
cause unnecessary, damaging
effects to the environment. A
federal court order requires
Waukesha’s water be radium-
free by 2018. Drilling and con-
servation alone will not enable
us to meet the mandate. A
Lake Michigan diversion is the
most efficient and sustainable
solution; however, we should
not be predisposed to any par-
ticular seller. Each seller – Oak
Creek, Racine or Milwaukee –
should be considered on the
merits of the proposal without
consideration of Waukesha’s
adoption of wholly unrelated
housing or mass transit poli-
cies.

Larry Nelson: First was the
2002 study, which recommend-
ed Great Lakes water, as well
as shallow wells. Second was
our 2006 conservation plan,
which reduced our use by 11
percent. Third was working
with both parties to pass the
historic 2008 water compact
and being the first community
to change our rates to encour-
age conservation. Fourth was
successfully negotiating a
radium settlement that gave
Waukesha adequate time to
develop a future water supply.

I’ve proactively partnered
with the Water Utility Com-
mission, its general manager

and the council to meet with
elected officials and Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources staff to address our
future water supply.

Randy Radish: The city has
been and continues to look at a
variety of options to secure a
reliable source of water for the
community. A reliable source
is needed to assure the city a
future that includes growth
that will allow us to grow our
tax base and to offer us the
ability to grow more jobs in the
community.  What we do or do
not do in regards to this issue
will determine our future as a
city and we cannot wait three
to five years to make a decision
on this issue. 

Jeff Scrima: Sovereignty.
This is about sovereignty. This
is about maintaining our abili-
ty to self-govern and control
the future of our community. 

Problem: Larry Nelson
immediately wants Milwaukee
water; Milwaukee has resolved
to use water sales to limit our
future job growth. 

Solution: Demand officials
slow down, give Milwaukee no
say, and explore all water
sources and long-term costs.
We have time to bring radium
within Environmental Protec-
tion Agency standard (2018).
Other sources to be examined
include Racine, Oak Creek, the
Fox River, a quarry reservoir,
and treating and blending
with our own shallow well
water. 
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Each Saturday leading up
to the Feb. 16 primary elec-
tion, Waukesha’s mayoral
candidates will answer
questions about issues in
the city. This week, the can-
didates addressed the city’s
future water supply. Next
week, they will answer how
the city should address public
funding to private businesses
through the use of tax incre-
mental financing districts.

Radish

Nelson

Scrima

Beglinger

Enriquez

Mayoral 
candidates
discuss city

water supply
issues

WAUKESHA MAYORAL RACE

Final water supply decision expected in one year
By Sarah Millard

Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA – With the
unveiling of the draft applica-
tion for the city to receive Lake
Michigan water Thursday
night came the calls to slow
down the process and look at
other options before making a
decision.

The process has been lengthy
– starting about 20 years ago –
and intensified after a 2002
study identified Great Lakes
water and shallow wells as pos-
sible solutions to Waukesha’s
future water supply. 

“Continuing the current
practice is not an option avail-
able to the city,” the draft appli-
cation’s executive summary
states.

In addition to needing a new,
sustainable water source due to
a drawdown in the aquifer
where the city currently
receives its water, it also needs
to lower its radium levels in the
water supply by June 2018. 

That deadline does not leave
the city with much time,

Waukesha Water Utility Gener-
al Manager Dan Duchniak said.

The application’s approval
isn’t expected until the end of
2010. If everything is approved,
the design, easement and legal
process could begin in January
2011 with construction to last
from 2013 to 2016.

“We don’t have time,” said
Duchniak about waiting to sub-
mit the application. “We have
about an 18-month buffer and
that is it.”

The Common Council could
be asked to submit the applica-
tion to the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and
all other Great Lakes states for
approval as early as March 16. 

The DNR and other Great
Lakes states need to approve
the application before Wauke-
sha can receive water from
Lake Michigan. However,
approval of the application
does not commit the Common
Council to purchasing Great
Lakes water.

“We are leaving that option
open,” Duchniak said.

The more options the city

has, the better it will be when it
comes to negotiations for water,
Duchniak said.

Duchniak and City Adminis-
trator Lori Luther would lead
the negotiations, said Mayor
Larry Nelson, who is seeking
re-election.

“They would enter into nego-
tiations on behalf of this Com-
mon Council,” Nelson said.
“Any kind of agreement in
terms of the finances and con-
ditions would come to this Com-
mon Council for public discus-
sion.”

Although the Common Coun-
cil will soon be asked to submit
the application, its final deci-
sion is expected to come in
about one year. If it wants to
pursue Lake Michigan water,
the Common Council will then
need to select a water source
from Milwaukee, Oak Creek or
Racine.

“The fate lays in the hands of
the elected officials,” Duchniak
said.

The mayoral position and
about half the Common Coun-
cil members are up for election

in April, so the final decision
would fall to those elected and
re-elected in the spring.

Some aldermen Thursday
night said they do not want Mil-
waukee using the water pur-
chase to dictate Waukesha’s
future land use, housing or
mass transit.

“I think by the tone that was
stated last night, I don’t think
the aldermen are interested in
having these types of issues
tied to the water sale,” Duchni-
ak said Friday.

Other suggestions arose for
alternative water supplies
Thursday night, including from
mayoral candidates Jeff
Scrima and Bill Beglinger.

Beglinger asked if it was pos-
sible for the city to return the
water it currently uses to the
aquifer to help replenish it
while Scrima asked the city to
look at quarries.

“The solution might be right
in front of us and it may end up
saving us a lot of money,”
Scrima said.

The use of a quarry is unsus-
tainable, Duchniak said,

because it would provide about
2 million gallons of water a day.
The city uses about 7 million
gallons a day and 10 million gal-
lons a day during its peak
usage.

Additionally, according to
DNR rules, water can’t be sent
back to the aquifer, Duchniak
said.

The application is requesting
the possibility to bring 18.5 mil-
lion gallons of water per day to
Waukesha. The city is request-
ing the amount because it
wants to look to the future and
potential expansion, which may
require more water.

When it comes to putting the
pipes in the ground, Duchniak
said, the water utility only
wants to complete the project
once.

“We are not going to build
infrastructure for the current
demand when we are talking
about an infrastructure project
of this magnitude,” he said.

After the water is used in the
city, it is being recommended to
be treated and returned to Lake
Michigan through Underwood
Creek. A study about the
impacts to Underwood Creek
looked at the volume of water,

the water quality and habitat,
Duchniak said.

“It showed that they would all
improve with the water, basical-
ly because Underwood Creek as
it stands in the summertime is
dry,” he said.

E-mail: smillard@conleynet.com

If approved, Lake Michigan pipeline construction begins in 2013

At a glance
The following timeline is projected
for the development of Waukesha’s
new water supply.The timeline is con-
tingent on all approvals.The city is
ordered to reduce the radium supply
in its water by June 2018.
■ March or April 2010 – Common
Council approval to submit the Great
Lakes water application.
■Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources has 90 days to review and
approve the application.The applica-
tion is then submitted to the other
Great Lakes states.
■ City officials begin negotiating
terms with water suppliers.
■ Other Great Lakes states have 90
days after the DNR to review and
approve the application.
■The Common Council makes a
final supply decision and approves
potential sales contract.
■ Design, easement and legal pro-
cesses begin January 2011.
■ Construction on the new water
supply begins June 2013.
■ Construction is completed in 2016.
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New sense of space
Brookfield Academy students, staff

excited about new Upper School

Kevin Harnack/Freeman Staff

Brookfield Academy’s Head of the Upper School, Dan Davis, left, and
Head of School Robert Solsrud talk about the features of the newly
opened Patriots Hall.

By Joe Petrie
Freeman Staff

BROOKFIELD – As Brook-
field Academy freshman Maria
Hughes sat in front of a brand
new computer Friday morning
in Patriots Hall checking her
grades, she knew she had a lot
to be excited about for the rest
of the year.

The computer she was using
was in the wireless computer
lab of the new Upper School of
Brookfield Academy and her
classrooms are spacious and
stocked with advanced educa-
tional technology. And with
the smells of fresh paint and
materials still lingering in the
air, Hughes said the love for
her school has gotten even
greater.

“It’s big, it’s huge,” Hughes
said. “And the amazing thing
is that people actually care
about the school and make
sure it doesn’t get dirty or
anything.”

Hughes and her classmates
have been enjoying their new
school for almost a month, but
Brookfield Academy will offi-
cially dedicate the new Patri-
ots Hall at a ceremony at 1
p.m. Sunday.

Situated across the street
from the former Upper School
on Brookfield Road, Patriots
Hall is significantly larger
than its predecessor.

The new building is two sto-
ries tall, 111,450 square feet in
size, includes 27 classrooms,
four science labs with 80 work
stations, three art studios, a
spacious drama and music
rehearsal room, two-level
multimedia library, and a
nearly 1,000-seat gymnasium.

The facility also includes an
expansive college counseling
center, fitness center full of
new equipment, southern

exposure in the student com-
mons, advanced classroom
technologies and student lock-
ers are situated in rooms, not
hallways, in order to enhance
community among the stu-
dents and create a quiet atmo-
sphere in the halls.

The building can accommo-
date up to 320 students. It cost
$12.5 million, which was
raised through a capital cam-
paign.

“On the first day, we had an
art teacher who wrote ‘Am I
dreaming’ on the board for
her students when they came
in,” said Upper School Head
Daniel Davis. “I had a student
come to me and say on the
first day that he’s going to
want to come to school now
every day.”

With the new school, other
grades in Brookfield Acade-
my are going to see their
space grow as well as the mid-
dle school students will move
to the old high school and
third- through fifth-graders

will move to the former Mid-
dle School, giving students in
the prekindergarten through
second-grade levels more
room in the Lower School. 

Brookfield Academy Head
of School Robert Solsrud said
the moves will take place in
time for the fall semester to
begin and the institution will
make improvements to the
other facilities during the
course of the next several

years.
And for students in all the

schools, the extra space is
being welcomed with open
arms.

“The biggest thing is the
space,” said senior John Grif-
fin. “In the old school, there
were no quiet places to get
work done, but now there’s a
lot.”

E-mail: jpetrie@conleynet.com 

Bill Beglinger: Reading the
water report at the city’s Web
site, I believe the best course of
action would be to blend water
from shallow wells to the west
for the radium issue. To negate
the drawdown concern, I
believe we should return water
to the aquifer, similar to
returning it to Lake Michigan.
Costs going this direction
nearly equal the cost of obtain-
ing water via Oak Creek. The
report contains environmental
concern regarding minerals in
the return flow, e.g. salt from
water softeners. Technology
exists to address that. The
Great Lakes draw undermines
Waukesha’s economic stability
and competition for jobs.

Darryl Enriquez: Wauke-
sha’s prosperity depends on
securing a reliable source of
drinking water that doesn’t
soak ratepayers, taxpayers or
cause unnecessary, damaging
effects to the environment. A
federal court order requires
Waukesha’s water be radium-
free by 2018. Drilling and con-
servation alone will not enable
us to meet the mandate. A
Lake Michigan diversion is the
most efficient and sustainable
solution; however, we should
not be predisposed to any par-
ticular seller. Each seller – Oak
Creek, Racine or Milwaukee –
should be considered on the
merits of the proposal without
consideration of Waukesha’s
adoption of wholly unrelated
housing or mass transit poli-
cies.

Larry Nelson: First was the
2002 study, which recommend-
ed Great Lakes water, as well
as shallow wells. Second was
our 2006 conservation plan,
which reduced our use by 11
percent. Third was working
with both parties to pass the
historic 2008 water compact
and being the first community
to change our rates to encour-
age conservation. Fourth was
successfully negotiating a
radium settlement that gave
Waukesha adequate time to
develop a future water supply.

I’ve proactively partnered
with the Water Utility Com-
mission, its general manager

and the council to meet with
elected officials and Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources staff to address our
future water supply.

Randy Radish: The city has
been and continues to look at a
variety of options to secure a
reliable source of water for the
community. A reliable source
is needed to assure the city a
future that includes growth
that will allow us to grow our
tax base and to offer us the
ability to grow more jobs in the
community.  What we do or do
not do in regards to this issue
will determine our future as a
city and we cannot wait three
to five years to make a decision
on this issue. 

Jeff Scrima: Sovereignty.
This is about sovereignty. This
is about maintaining our abili-
ty to self-govern and control
the future of our community. 

Problem: Larry Nelson
immediately wants Milwaukee
water; Milwaukee has resolved
to use water sales to limit our
future job growth. 

Solution: Demand officials
slow down, give Milwaukee no
say, and explore all water
sources and long-term costs.
We have time to bring radium
within Environmental Protec-
tion Agency standard (2018).
Other sources to be examined
include Racine, Oak Creek, the
Fox River, a quarry reservoir,
and treating and blending
with our own shallow well
water. 
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Each Saturday leading up
to the Feb. 16 primary elec-
tion, Waukesha’s mayoral
candidates will answer
questions about issues in
the city. This week, the can-
didates addressed the city’s
future water supply. Next
week, they will answer how
the city should address public
funding to private businesses
through the use of tax incre-
mental financing districts.
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WAUKESHA MAYORAL RACE

Final water supply decision expected in one year
By Sarah Millard

Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA – With the
unveiling of the draft applica-
tion for the city to receive Lake
Michigan water Thursday
night came the calls to slow
down the process and look at
other options before making a
decision.

The process has been lengthy
– starting about 20 years ago –
and intensified after a 2002
study identified Great Lakes
water and shallow wells as pos-
sible solutions to Waukesha’s
future water supply. 

“Continuing the current
practice is not an option avail-
able to the city,” the draft appli-
cation’s executive summary
states.

In addition to needing a new,
sustainable water source due to
a drawdown in the aquifer
where the city currently
receives its water, it also needs
to lower its radium levels in the
water supply by June 2018. 

That deadline does not leave
the city with much time,

Waukesha Water Utility Gener-
al Manager Dan Duchniak said.

The application’s approval
isn’t expected until the end of
2010. If everything is approved,
the design, easement and legal
process could begin in January
2011 with construction to last
from 2013 to 2016.

“We don’t have time,” said
Duchniak about waiting to sub-
mit the application. “We have
about an 18-month buffer and
that is it.”

The Common Council could
be asked to submit the applica-
tion to the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and
all other Great Lakes states for
approval as early as March 16. 

The DNR and other Great
Lakes states need to approve
the application before Wauke-
sha can receive water from
Lake Michigan. However,
approval of the application
does not commit the Common
Council to purchasing Great
Lakes water.

“We are leaving that option
open,” Duchniak said.

The more options the city

has, the better it will be when it
comes to negotiations for water,
Duchniak said.

Duchniak and City Adminis-
trator Lori Luther would lead
the negotiations, said Mayor
Larry Nelson, who is seeking
re-election.

“They would enter into nego-
tiations on behalf of this Com-
mon Council,” Nelson said.
“Any kind of agreement in
terms of the finances and con-
ditions would come to this Com-
mon Council for public discus-
sion.”

Although the Common Coun-
cil will soon be asked to submit
the application, its final deci-
sion is expected to come in
about one year. If it wants to
pursue Lake Michigan water,
the Common Council will then
need to select a water source
from Milwaukee, Oak Creek or
Racine.

“The fate lays in the hands of
the elected officials,” Duchniak
said.

The mayoral position and
about half the Common Coun-
cil members are up for election

in April, so the final decision
would fall to those elected and
re-elected in the spring.

Some aldermen Thursday
night said they do not want Mil-
waukee using the water pur-
chase to dictate Waukesha’s
future land use, housing or
mass transit.

“I think by the tone that was
stated last night, I don’t think
the aldermen are interested in
having these types of issues
tied to the water sale,” Duchni-
ak said Friday.

Other suggestions arose for
alternative water supplies
Thursday night, including from
mayoral candidates Jeff
Scrima and Bill Beglinger.

Beglinger asked if it was pos-
sible for the city to return the
water it currently uses to the
aquifer to help replenish it
while Scrima asked the city to
look at quarries.

“The solution might be right
in front of us and it may end up
saving us a lot of money,”
Scrima said.

The use of a quarry is unsus-
tainable, Duchniak said,

because it would provide about
2 million gallons of water a day.
The city uses about 7 million
gallons a day and 10 million gal-
lons a day during its peak
usage.

Additionally, according to
DNR rules, water can’t be sent
back to the aquifer, Duchniak
said.

The application is requesting
the possibility to bring 18.5 mil-
lion gallons of water per day to
Waukesha. The city is request-
ing the amount because it
wants to look to the future and
potential expansion, which may
require more water.

When it comes to putting the
pipes in the ground, Duchniak
said, the water utility only
wants to complete the project
once.

“We are not going to build
infrastructure for the current
demand when we are talking
about an infrastructure project
of this magnitude,” he said.

After the water is used in the
city, it is being recommended to
be treated and returned to Lake
Michigan through Underwood
Creek. A study about the
impacts to Underwood Creek
looked at the volume of water,

the water quality and habitat,
Duchniak said.

“It showed that they would all
improve with the water, basical-
ly because Underwood Creek as
it stands in the summertime is
dry,” he said.

E-mail: smillard@conleynet.com

If approved, Lake Michigan pipeline construction begins in 2013

At a glance
The following timeline is projected
for the development of Waukesha’s
new water supply.The timeline is con-
tingent on all approvals.The city is
ordered to reduce the radium supply
in its water by June 2018.
■ March or April 2010 – Common
Council approval to submit the Great
Lakes water application.
■Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources has 90 days to review and
approve the application.The applica-
tion is then submitted to the other
Great Lakes states.
■ City officials begin negotiating
terms with water suppliers.
■ Other Great Lakes states have 90
days after the DNR to review and
approve the application.
■The Common Council makes a
final supply decision and approves
potential sales contract.
■ Design, easement and legal pro-
cesses begin January 2011.
■ Construction on the new water
supply begins June 2013.
■ Construction is completed in 2016.
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New sense of space
Brookfield Academy students, staff

excited about new Upper School

Kevin Harnack/Freeman Staff

Brookfield Academy’s Head of the Upper School, Dan Davis, left, and
Head of School Robert Solsrud talk about the features of the newly
opened Patriots Hall.


